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8th International Conference

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF THE JEWS ON THE EASTERN ADRIATIC COAST

MAGIC AND MEDICINE
With the co-operation of 
Moshe David Gaon Center for Ladino Culture, 

Ben-Gurion University of Negev, Beer-Sheva, Israel
&

Ottoman-Turkish Sephardic Culture Research Center, Istanbul, Turkey

Dubrovnik, Croatia

August 17 – 19, 2010
PROGRAMME  

Monday, August 16, 2010
Arrival of participants
Tuesday, August 17, 2010
08.00   Registration 

09.00 – 10.00   Opening Ceremony:
Chairperson: Prof. Ivana Burđelez, Director, Centre for Mediterranean Studies in Dubrovnik, University of Zagreb
· Prof. Dr. Aleksa Bjeliš, Rector, University of Zagreb
· H. E. Yosef Amrani, Ambassador, The State of Israel 

· Dr. Andro Vlahušić, Mayor, City of Dubrovnik
· Prof. Nikola Dobroslavić, County Prefect, Dubrovnik-Neretva County

· Rabbi Luciano Moše Prelević, Rabbi of the Jewish Community of Zagreb

· Prof. Dr. Sabrina Horović, President of the Jewish Community of Dubrovnik

· Prof. Dr. Tamar Alexander, Director, Moshe David Gaon Center for Ladino Culture, Ben-Gurion University of Negev, Beer-Sheva, Israel

· Karen Gerson Şarhon, Coordinator, Board of Directors, Ottoman-Turkish Sephardic Culture Research Center, Istanbul, Turkey

10.00 – 10.30   Coffee Break & Press Conference
10.30 – 11.30   Opening Lecture
Chairperson: Tamar Alexander
· Yuval Harari: What is “Practical Kabbala”? – On the Place of Kabbala in the Tradition of Jewish Magic

11.30 – 12.30   SESSION I – Jewish Magic and Medicine in Medieval Spain 
Chairperson: Alisa Meyuhas – Ginio
· Moises Orfali: Magia astral y medicina en el pensamiento hispanohebreo
· Peter Lehnardt: A Scent of an Apple and the Spirit of Andalusian Judaism – A Reevaluation of the Cataluniyan Connection in the Transmission of the Pseudo Aristotelian Tractate De pomo
12.30 – 14.00   Lunch

14.00 – 15.30   SESSION II – Magical and Medical Terminology in Sephardi Documents 
Chairperson: Andrea Zinato
· Merixtell Blasco: Magia médica o medicina mágica en los manuscritos hebreos medievales
· José Ramón Magdalena Nom De Déu: Concordancia hebraicoaljamiada trilingüe de   

 términos farmacológicos
· Shifra Sznol: Magia y hechizo' en las traducciones de las Biblias en ladino y en lengua romance (siglos XII-XVI)
15.30 – 16.00   Coffee Break

16.00 – 17.30   SESSION III – Jewish Magic and Medicine in Christian Eyes 
Chairperson: Moises Orfali
· Alisa Meyuhas – Ginio: El Médico judío español según la obra Fortalitium fidei de Alonso de Espina (c.1465)
· José Alberto Rodrigues da Silva Tavim: “Murdering Doctors”: the Accusation of Revenge
19.00 – 20.00   Visit to the Dubrovnik Jewish Community Cemetery guided by Gérard 
Nahon and Rabbi's Prayer for the Deceased

20.00 – 21.00
Visit to the Dubrovnik Jewish Community, Synagogue and Museum
21.30   Dinner
Wednesday, August 18, 2010

09.00 – 10.30   SESSION IV – Jewish Physicians 
Chairperson: Karen Gerson Şarhon
· Gérard Nahon: De Safed à Amsterdam, Nishmat Hayyim de Menasseh ben Israel  (1651)
· Tzvi Langermann: Yosef Shlomo Delmedigo on Alchemy
· Melita Švob: Jewish Doctors in Croatia during the Centuries
10.30 – 11.00   Coffee Break
11.00 – 12.30   SESSION V – Witchcraft, Demons and Charms in Sephardi Culture
Chairperson: Yuval Harari 
· Tamar Alexander: Bala'am The Sorcerer According to Me’am Lo'ez
·  Rachel Saba – Wolfe: Un ruah ke entro en una mosa: Rabbi Eliyahu Ha-Cohen Ha-Itamari and His Fight Against Demonic Posession
· Eliezer Papo: Healing the Sick, Subjugating the Spirits, Fighting the Magic and the Evil Eye: A Glance at Medical Lore of Bosnian Sephardic Men
12.30 – 14.00   Lunch
14.00 – 15.30   SESSION VI – Between Alchemy and Literature 

Chairperson: Gérard Nahon
· Andrea Zinato: Sogni, magia e medicina nel poema David (1626) di Jacob Uziel
· Gianfranco Giraudo / Marcella Ferraccioli: Cabalisti (e) Ebrei in documenti da biblioteche ed archivi veneziani
· Petra Jelača: L'eredità di magia ed alchimia nella letteratura rinascimentale croata:     I due negromanti di Držić
15.30 – 16.00   Coffee Break
16.00 – 17.30   SESSION VII – Sephardi Folk Medicine
Chairperson: Eliezer Papo
· Moshe Mossek: The Folk – Medicine Methods of Rabbi David De-Silva of Jerusalem (18th century)

· Karen Gerson Şarhon: Folk Beliefs on Magic and Medicine in the Turkish-Sefaric Culture as Recorded by the Ladino Database Project in Istanbul 
· Rozita Iles Musafia: Medicina popular de los judíos sefardíes de Bosnia “El camino curandero de Nona Meryam”
19.30   Dinner
21.30   Dancing and performing play in 7 scenes

OR HASHEMESH – THE SUNLIGHT

Sponza Palace

Thursday, August 19, 2010
09.00 – 10.30   Session VIII – Magic Objects in Jewish Culture
Chairperson: Zdenko Kovač
· Deniz Bali and Karen Gerson Şarhon: The Magic of Pomegranate
· Vuk Datović: Amulet Collection from the Jewish Historical Museum in Belgrade 
· Hilary Pomeroy: Amulets – Their Enduring Charm
10.30 – 11.00   Coffee Break

11.00 – 12.00   Session IX – Healing in Hebrew Literature (A) 
Chairperson: Tamar Alexander
· Nissim Calderon: The Healing Powers in Hebrew Poetry
· Yitzhak Ben – Mordechai: The Magic of Inner Healing in Aaron Appelfeld's And The Rage Is Not Yet Over
12.00 – 14.00   Lunch
14.00 – 15.30   Session X – Healing in Hebrew Literature (B)
Chairperson: Nissim Calderon
· Haviva Ishay: On Lovesickness and its Cures in Medieval Hebrew Poetry
· Rachel Ben – Can’an and Ravit Raufman: Cursed by Magic Spell, Cured by Silence- a Discussion on the Functions of Speech and Silence in the Grimm's Tale The Twelve Brothers and its Hebrew Versions 
15.30 – 16.00   Coffee Break
16.00 – 17.00   Session XI – Magic vs. Medicine
Chairperson: Moshe Mossek
· Martine Boiteux: Médecine juive à Rome: pratiques et représentations à l'époque moderne
· Marko Petrak: Magic and Medicine in Roman and Jewish Law
· Zdenko Kovač: Magical Reasoning in Medicine vs. Other Human Brain Phenomenologies
17.00 – 17.30   Conclusions & Closing Remarks
20.00   Farewell Dinner, Restaurant Dubravka

Friday, August 20, 2010
Departure of participants
19.30
Shabbat Service at the Synagogue















